Esther:

Queen Of Courage!



Esther 1 “* This is what happened during
the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled
over 127 provinces stretching from India
to Cush: 2 At that time King Xerxes reigned
from his royal throne in the citadel of
Susa, 3 and in the third year of his reign he
gave a banquet for all his nobles and

officials...



4 For a full 180 days he displayed the vast
wealth of his kingdom and the splendor
and glory of his majesty.
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7 “Wine was served in goblets of gold,
each one different from the other....By the
kings command each guest was allowed
to drink with no restrictions”



10 On the seventh day, when King Xerxes
was in high spirits from wine, he
commanded the seven eunuchs who
served him— 1! to bring before him Queen
Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order
to display her beauty... for she was lovely
to look at.



12 But when the attendants delivered the

king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to
come. Then the king became furious and

burned with anger.



19 “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him
issue a royal decree and let it be written in
the laws of Persia and Media, which
cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never
again to enter the presence of King Xerxes.
Also let the king give her royal position to
someone else who is better than she.



Esther 2:7

”Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah,
whom he had brought up because she had
neither father nor mother. This young
woman, who was also known as Esther,
had a lovely figure and was beautiful.
Mordecai had taken her as his own
daughter when her father and mother

died.



Esther 2:12

12 Before a young woman’s turn came to
go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete
twelve months of beauty treatments
prescribed for the women, six months with
oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and
cosmetics.



Esther 2:17

17 Now the king was attracted to Esther
more than to any of the other women, and
she won his favor and approval more than
any of the other virgins. So he set a royal
crown on her head and made her queen
instead of Vashti.



THE END?....



Esther 3:9

?If it pleases the king, let a decree be
issued to destroy them, and | will give ten
thousand talents of silver to the king’s
administrators for the royal treasury.”



Esther 3:13

I3 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all
the king’s provinces with the order to
destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—
young and old, women and children—on a
single day, the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to
plunder their goods.



Esther 4:1-3

When Mordecai learned of all that had been
done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and
ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly
and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the
king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth
was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to
which the edict and order of the king came,
there was great mourning among the Jews,
with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in
sackcloth and ashes.



Esther 4:5

> Then Esther summoned Hathak, one of the
king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and
ordered him to find out what was troubling
Mordecai and why.



Esther 4:6-7

¢ So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open
square of the city in front of the king’s gate.
”Mordecai told him everything that had
happened to him, including the exact amount of
money Haman had promised to pay into the
royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews.



Esther 4:8

8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the
edict for their annihilation, which had been
published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain
it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go
into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and
plead with him for her people.



Esther 4:9-11

? Hathak went back and reported to Esther
what Mordecai had said. 1° Then she instructed
him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s
officials and the people of the royal provinces
know that for any man or woman who
approaches the king in the inner court without
being summoned the king has but one law: that
they be put to death unless the king extends the
gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But
thirty days have passed since | was called to go
to the king.”



Esther 4:13

I3 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that
because you are in the king’s house you alone
of all the Jews will escape. 4 For if you remain
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the
Jews will arise from another place, but you and
your father’s family will perish.



Esther 4:14
And who knows but that you have come
to your royal position for such a time as

this?”




Have you considered what your “for such
a time as this” moment is?






A religion that gives nothing, costs
nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth
nothing.” Martin Luther



Esther 4:15-16

1>Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai:
16“Go, gather together all the Jews who
are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or
drink for three days, night or day. | and my
attendants will fast as you do. When this is
done, | will go to the king, even though it
Is against the law. And if | perish, | perish.”



Esther:

Queen Of Courage!

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS



